buildings, and working-class lodging-houses in large towns, would be greatly facilitated. As things have been left, the progress of sanitation must continue to be slow and halting in those unhealthy areas where the vital interests of the community urgently demand that it should be promoted with the greatest promptitude and expedition.
The Public Health (London) Act passed at the end of last session comes into operation on the 1st January 1892. In the main, it is an application of the principles of the Public Health Act of 1875 to the metropolis, with many important amending improvements. It is a consolidation and codification of sixteen Acts, including the greater part of the sanitary law relating to London. Some few illustrations may be alluded to :
1. It has given increased powers to the Vestries, now known as Sanitary Authorities, and authorised to make bye-laws which they will have to enforce.
2. Section 29 imposes the responsibility upon the Sanitary Authority of keeping the foot-ways as well as the streets clean. Failure may be followed by the infliction of pecuniary penalties.
3. Section 1 says : " It shall be the duty of every Sanitary Authority to cause to be made from time to time inspection of their district, with a view to ascertain what nuisances exist, calling for abatement under the powers of the Act, and to enforce the provisions of this Act for the purpose of abating the same, and otherwise to put in force the powers vested in them relating to public health and local government, so as to secure the proper sanitary condition of all premises within the district." Does this mean house-tohouse inspection ? To some it may seem so.
But it would have been better had the express words been used. Does it give the power of entry ? It certainly does so inferentially ; but why has it not been stated in positive terms ? Why this half-heartedness and timidity in matters of such extreme importance ? It is true that the 40th section gives "a power of entry quite irrespective of complaint for special purposes". Thus: " The Sanitary Authorities may examine any of the following works, that is to say, any water-closet, earth-closet, privy, ashpit or cesspool, and any water-supply, sink etiology of contagious diseases, which was on the eve of having unexpected light shed upon it". He first applied the principles which for twenty years had directed his labours to the study of anthrax, or splenic fever, and which was supposed to vary with the species that was attacked by it. In the sheep it was called sang-de-rate; in the cow, maladie du sang ; in the horse, splenic fever; in man, malignant pustule,charbon, or milzbrand.
In 1850, Davaine and Rayer had found in the blood of animals which had died from splenic fever microscopic rods or bacilli, but attached no significance to the discovery.
In 1863,Davaine's attention was attracted to the researches of Pasteur, and declared his conviction that these bacilli were the cause of the fever. In 1876, Dr 
